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THE BROTHERHOOD AND 

TAXI WORKERS ALLIANCE 

ARE UNITED! 
A very important meeting, one of three, that began 

at the Airport’s holding lot Monday, May 5, was 

about ending the differences of the two established 

taxi unions, and finally becoming ONE.  It started 

with passionate speeches by the two leaders of both 

unions, Ron Blount, President of the TWAPA, and 

Mohammed Chughtai, President of the Brotherhood 

agreed that we can only gain power by uniting.  

“We cannot be divided and conquered”, said both 

leaders as they spoke thru the bullhorn.  “Let’s talk 

about our differences and work them out”, cried Ah-

med Kagone, Business Agent of the Brotherhood.  

The PPA has plans for the next 40 years to make 

money off of us.  It doesn’t matter who they talk to, 

or what our concerns are, if it does not fit in with 

their plans, “We Are Ignored”.  “Our pass disagree-

ments are petty compared to what we face now.” 

replied John Hough, acting spokesperson for the 

merged union. The next meeting led to a late night 

discussion at the Penrose Diner, where organizers of 

both unions agreed to sit down and vote on impor-

tant issues.  The most important to both groups, was 

to make a big statement at the upcoming PPA public 

amendment changes.  They also 

settled on a new name for the 

second biggest taxi union in the 

United States, and humbly 

agreed on THE UNIFIED 

TAXI WORKERS ALLIANCE 

OF PA. This is a big step for 

our future.  We are an inspira-

tion to the taxi workers’ move-

ment that is going on across our 

country and even the world, as 

taxi drivers organizes to fight 

against discrimination, exploi-

tation, and control by regulators 

and fleet-owners who exhibit 

no responsibility to the work-

ers’ dignity and health. 

 

The new union also will be 

raising money in order to pro-

ceed with the upcoming case 

in front of the State Supreme 

Court. They also agreed to 

work together to produce a 

workers rights radio show on 

WPEB 88.1 fm exclusively 

for cab drivers.  Drivers 

throughout the city were ex-

cited as the news spread that 

there will be only one union. 

“I didn’t want to be apart of 

any of them, now that they 

are unified, I’m ready to join” 

said Manuel Castro, a long 

time driver.  

http://www.twapa.org/
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hearing on their proposed  

This meeting is a milestone achievement for the Unified Taxi Workers Al-

liance of PA. We have shown that we are not afraid to exercise our consti-

tutional rights.  And most importantly, every word has been documented 

on video by our strong ally and supporter, the Media Mobilizing Project.   

 A copy of the hearing will be available 

soon, and will be distributed to the me-

dia, politicians, and drivers. 

BHAIRAVI DESAI IS 

COMING SOON  
Bhairavi Desai, co-founder and Execu-

tive Director of the New York Taxi 

Workers Alliance, had accepted an in-

vitation to meet with the drivers and 

organizing committee of the UNITED 

TAXI WORKERS ALLIANCE OF PA 

on Sunday, June 1st.  New York is the 

largest TWA in the country, with over 

11,000 members. They recently ap-

peared before New York’s City Council 

to create a Bill that would allow taxi 

drivers to process credit cards with 

their own banks. NYTWA has also cre-

ated a life insurance and discount pre-

scription benefits for all of its members.  

Unfortunately, the Desai family lost a 

valued family member and she will not 

be able to come at this time. Our hearts 

and prayers are with them as they go 

through this most difficult time.  Ms. 

Desai has been instrumental in the for-

mation of the TWA here and has sup-

plied us with much needed resources, 

counseling, and support since the very 

beginning.  Sister Desai is also the 

founder of the International Taxi  

Workers Alliance that has chapters in 

over 22 U.S. cities.  She has selflessly 

given her time to taxi workers the 

world over. We salute our courageous 

leader and wish her well. 

TAXI INDUSTRY SHOWS UP IN FULL 

FORCE AT PUBLIC HEARING !!! 

 
Thursday, May 8, was a beautiful day.  For three hours, non-stop, lawyers, 

owners, activists, and driver after driver spoke bravely, with passion, on the 

out of control, overregulated, and abuse from the PPA and the tremendous 

pain and suffering their rules, regulations, and fines have caused our brothers 

and sisters.   

 

For the first time at a schedule public hearing in front of the convention cen-

ter, parking was not allowed and two police officers were stationed there to 

tell the cab drivers to move on. So many cabs were showing up and trying to 

park, that the Sergeant came  to talk with the Organizers. Did they find out 

that the Unified Taxi Workers Alliance of Pa.  had spent the whole day 

Wednesday promoting the meeting for the drivers to attend, and that we had 

told the drivers that there would be free parking?  It did not stop drivers who 

paid for expensive parking around the convention center. In addition, speak-

ers were required to arrange in advance for 5 minute comment, and somehow 

many drivers who had submitted requests were denied the opportunity, and 

were told that the PPA did not receive their requests. 

 

Almost every speaker was interrupted  by the Director and Chairman of the 

public hearing that they must limit their comments to the proposed amend-

ments. Our friend and City Consumer Advocate, Lance Haver,  told Mr Ney, 

“You are wrong to exclude the GPS problems from the hearings”.  Both Ron 

Blount and Tekle Gebremedhin (Asmara) got in heated exchanges at the mi-

crophone with the PPA. Also Tex shocked the chairman by saying that this 

meeting should be postponed 
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1952 - 2008 

IN MEMORY OF ARMEN CA-

PAPETIAN:  PHL CAB # 1061 

By Steve Chervenka 
 

I have been trying to call Armen, an 

Armenian-Iranian medallion owner, for 

two weeks to tell him that Bhairavi 

Desai ,co-founder and Director of the 

New York Taxi Workers Alliance, was 

coming to Philadelphia.  He had seen 

her speaking on television and wanted 

to meet her. He also wanted to meet 

Cher and Barbara Streisand.  If you 

had ever spent some time with Armen, 

and usually at the Midtown on 18th 

Street, you would realize that this edu-

cated, outgoing, outspoken, and pas-

sionate man wanted to meet every-

body.  
 

This  former accountant started driving 

a cab to have the freedom to take care 

of his beloved and dying wife, who 

passed away six years ago.  Three 

years ago, I met Armen and  invited 

him to a meeting at the Penrose 

Diner.  He came and  I found out later 

that Armen had been to all kinds of 

meetings, particularly in the taxi indus-

try. As a single medallion owner, Ar-

men loudly protested about being over 

regulated and manipulated for profit 

which is making drivers angry and un-

happy.  “In a hospitality business“, he 

would say, “you don’t want your cab 

drivers to be unhappy”.  

 

 Lately, Armen had started talking 

about selling his cab and doing some-

thing else because of the power of the 

PPA and the high fines. His passion for 

the business was becoming over-

whelmed with worries and frustra-

tions.  He said, “ the PUC didn’t put 

you out of service because they knew 

that you had to work to pay for the 

small fines and upkeep your  cab”. 

 

At the diner, Armen would tell the jokes going around , like the one about the 

driver who locked his customer in the cab, and pleaded with him to wait for a re-

ceipt.” I don’ t need a receipt” the customer yells while trying to get out of the 

cab.  “ Please Sir, I’ ll even refund your fare.  Please take this receipt. I don’t want 

a fine or  go to jail.” 

 

Many of Armen’s friends, including myself, and the company he drove for, did not 

know that the he was not returning phone calls because he had died of a heart at-

tack. We had been calling Armen because he was bedridden, having broken his leg 

while washing his cab.  Also Armen was supposed to take expensive medicine, 

($2,000), to prevent blood clots. His Iranian friends took him food and even took 

his cab to the PPA for the latest meter update.  

 

We have to do something, to make sure that when a fellow cab driver needs our 

help and prayers, that we properly respond.  One way that we can do this is by at-

tending our union meetings, and take up the causes of Armen Carapetian. 

 

MEET THE SPOKEPERSON FOR THE 

 MERGED UTWA    

 

 

First may I tell you a 

little about myself.  My 

name is John (Chicago) 

Hough.  I started work-

ing in the taxi business 

about ten years ago.  I 

began as a sedan-limo 

driver for United.  In 

the first five years, it 

was a great job. Now 

that we have the PPA  

acting as a watchdog and with skyrocketing gas prices, it has become very hard 

to support my family.  For this reason , I decided to fight for my right to live and 

work in this city and make a living wage. This is why I joined TWA ( Taxi 

Workers Alliance), now know as UTWA (Unified Taxi Workers Alliance) and 

agreed to work as the press secretary. I believe very strongly with the unification 

of TWA and the  Brotherhood.  We can join together and fight for our rights as 

workers, parents, citizens and human-beings. I believe we can create a work en-

vironment where drivers are treated with respect and be appreciated for the im-

portant service we provide. I believe we should look at our work with pride.  

 

Stand with me and fight for our rights as independent contractors. Our struggle 

includes among many things, the right to have democracy in the workplace and 

the right to collective bargaining for a living wage, health care, and basic work-

place protection.  As your press secretary, I promise to fight for the truth.  I 

promise to represent the interests of drivers to the media and make the best case 

of our rights where ever needed.  Thank You.        

                                                             Chicago 



                       

 

                    

               Living Out Loud * Drivers Speak out 

 

 

 

                                                

 
by Ajibabe Obafemi  

      Animasaun 

The cost of driving a cab in Philadel-

phia continues to rise astronomically 

everyday, and there is no end in site. 

Long before the price of gas became 

very expensive, there was the parking 

authority ticket writers who virtually 

prey on cab drivers. Dropping off or 

picking up passengers in the City Of 

Brotherly Love is now a big risk for 

cab drivers. 

 

Some unscrupulous ticket writers 

[Blue Shirts], just fill their quota for 

the day by deliberately targeting cab 

drivers. We have a name for this un-

fair practice now, “DRIVE  

BY TICKETING”.  

To compound this situation the tickets arrive at the cab drivers’ homes usually very late and of course, with penal-

ties added. It is pertinent to explain the process by which tickets arrive at the cab drivers’ homes. The blue shirts 

write down the P-# of the cab and take their good time before it is sent out to the “offender”. Believe me, we all 

know about the due process of going to 9th & Filbert to appeal, for most of the time the fines are never reversed. It 

is always a frustrating process. 

You may have heard about the new tariff rise. The amount that we pay in fines and penalties have made the raise 

irrelevant. We have been keeping score on this very issue. We have names of notorious drive by ticket writers as 

we continuously see the same names on the tickets that are sent to our homes. 

Some of the signs and postings in the city for parking are ambiguous. They are those proclaiming taxi stands but 

only at particular times. The ticket writers take full advantage of this ambiguity to write cab drivers up all the time. 

We need help from anywhere to stop this trend, if it continues we might not be able to feed our families very soon. 

 

                        Olde City Driver Speaks during Public Hearing 

TLD Director Jim Ney made an interesting assertion recently to a Philadelphia Inquirer reporter.  When asked if 

the TLD was profiting from excessive fines and credit card processing fees, he said that the TLD actually “loses 

money”.  That would be news, because the Taxi and Limousine Division of the PPA is mandated to be self-

sufficient and to make money.  Towards that end, the TLD’s vendor, Verifone, assesses a five percent charge of 

credit card transactions to the drivers.  True, the initial investment in computer equipment has not been re-

couped.  So the correct question to be asked is: Does the TLD receive residuals from each credit card transac-

tion?  If it does, than it is operating a business within a business. 

Since the PPA is not a private enterprise, and the Taxi and Limousine Division imposed this vendor, Verifone, 

this could be illegal. 

                                            By Alan Randall 



Cab Drivers collect $422.00 in 

one hour for Sergeant Stephen 

Liczbinski. 

 
On May 8th, during the PPA’s public hearing, taxi 

drivers raised over $422.00 for the family of Sgt. 

Licbinski. TWA’s organizer Moloud Aguidi 

raised the motion at the last TWA meeting.  “The 

police officers are feeling the same pinch that we 

are with the escalation of the flow of illegal 

guns.” Hopefully, the legislators in Harrisburg 

will begin to make courageous legislation to pro-

tect all Philadelphians  

 
SUPREME COURT 

AGREES TO HEAR CASE 
 

How many appeals make it to the Supreme 

Court of PA?  TWA along with the majority of 

the Philadelphia taxi industry including the 

partial rights cabs united to pursue a law suit in 

2007 against the Parking Authority for not fol-

lowing the State’s Document Law. After more 

than a year battling between the Common plea 

and Commonwealth courts, the case will be 

decided by the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-

vania. 

  

Previously the industry collected money last 

year to begin the suit. Now we must join to-

gether to raise the remainder of the cost. 

UTWA has been working with the industry in 

this effort. In the words of Mahatma Ghandi; 

“Power is never ceded, it is taken”. We believe 

that this is the ultimate battle and our best 

chance for obtaining an independent observer 

WE WILL HAVE OUR OWN RADIO         

STATION 
Three opening is needed for an intensive 8 weekend  period of train-

ing for all aspects of running a radio show.  This opportunity can 

open up a wide range of opportunities for the participating driver. 

WPEB, 88.1 FM was launched about 2 weeks ago and is presently 

only broadcasting in West Philadelphia . The non-profit radio station 

is looking to put together a workers rights radio show and UTWA is 

invited. If you feel that you can fulfill this commitment please call 

(215) 279-0472 

CALLERS NEEDED TO CONTINUE 

FREE WIRELESS SERVICE 
 

215-686-3000  Mayor Nutter has announced that the city will 

discontinue plans for free wireless service in Philadelphia.  We 

have been asked from a major supporter and alliance to call the 

Mayor’s Action Line at 215- 686-3000, and voice your support 

for wireless service and demand that the Mayor support it.  

Please tell your family, friends and passengers too. 

 

Elections are coming 

 
UTWA has selected an election committee 

to begin the process of organizing an elec-

tion. 

The election committee consists of both 

TWA and Brotherhood members. An inde-

pendent observer is working with the com-

mittee. The top four officers will be up for 

elections. They consist of President, Senior 

Vice President, Secretary-General, and Sec-

retary-Treasurer.  If you might be interested 

in holding a committed office please contact 

the election committee at (267) 709-4923. 

 

This is our union and we need each of us to 

succeed .  A democratic mass base organiza-

tion collectively working with other op-

pressed groups can begin gaining power and 

claiming our rights to dignity, justice and 

respect.  Please be apart of the solution. The 

time is not the season of fear. Please stand 

up as an equal to all other human-beings and 

demand to be treated as such. This is our 

election but it is your voice, so please vote. 



                  Programs and Benefits for Taxi Drivers : 
 

    PNC Bank will be holding a workshop on overdraft protection due to late payments 

         from Verifone.  Time and place to be announced. 

 

    MMP will be holding training sessions for an upcoming workers’ rights radio show. 

         WPEB (88.1 fm) is a new non-profit community radio station is willing to develop the  

          show. Classes will be held on Saturday at 4134 Lancaster avenue. 

 

    A  free $5,000.00 life insurance policy will be given to all dues paying members. Also 

         TWA will present a prescription discount card to all members that can be redeemed 

         at Walgreens, Rite Aids, Walmart, and other major pharmacy chains. 

 

   PPA parking ticket representation can now be done by TWA.  Please present your ticket 

        to any organizing committee member. 

 

   TWA can represent you if you have any problems with Airport officials, Radio Dispatch 

         Company, Medallion Owner, or PPA Taxi and Limousine division. 

 

   Discounted Lawyer fees for traffic court and PPA taxi violations 

 

   TWA will be organizing with the rest of the taxi industry to pursue a lawsuit against the PPA 

        in  the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

                                                        UTWA    Membership  Form 
 

 
NAME (PRINT) :________________________   H# :____________________ 

 

ADDRESS :____________________________________ CITY:__________________ 

 

STATE:___________________________   ZIP CODE:__________________________ 

 

PHONE #  :___________________________  E-Mail :________________________ 

 

SHIFT  :_______________________   COMPANY :________________________ 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT : ________________________ Phone# _________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES :$________   (Yearly $60.00 with $25.00 minimum down payment) 

 

Please submit to any organizing committee member or call (215) 279-0472 for any question 


